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1 National AffairsChapter

• In a show of solidarity with Myanmar amid 
Rohingya crisis, India dissociated itself from 
signing Bali Declaration which was adopted 
at World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable 
Development held in Bali, Indonesia.

• The declaration was against Myanmar which 
has been accused for gross human right 
violation against minority Rohingya Muslims in 
its restive Rakhine state.

• India reiterated its stance that purpose of 
convening Parliamentary forum was to arrive 
at mutual consensus for implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goals which required 
inclusive and broad-based development 
processes.

Rohingya Crisis: India refuses to sign Bali Declaration

About Rohingya

•	 Rohingya	is	ethnic	Muslim	minority	group,	living	primarily	in	Myanmar’s	western	Rakhine	state.	They	practice	a	Sufi-
inflected	variation	of	Sunni	Islam.	Rohingyas	speak	Bengali	dialect	rather	than	commonly	spoken	Burmese	language	
in Myanmar.

• Myanmar considers Rohingyas as illegal Bengali immigrants, despite fact that they have resided in Rakhine province 
of Myanmar for centuries. 

• The Myanmar Government even refuses to grant them citizenship status, and as a result they do not have any legal 
documentation facilities, effectively making them stateless. They are also restricted from freedom of movement, state 
education and civil service jobs.

Remarks:
•	 Aung	San	Suu	Kyi	is	first	State	Counsellor	

 of Myanmar and former pro-
democratic rights activist. She is 
the leader of National League of 
Democracy (NLD), the ruling party of 
Myanmar.

• She has won many international awards for reviving 
democracy in Myanmar against military junta, including 
Nobel Peace Prize, which she won in 1991.

• She is presently facing international criticism for 
mishandling Rohingya crisis.

• President of Myanmar: Htin Kyaw

• Capital of Myanmar: Naypyidaw

Note:

• Government of India has launched Operation Insaaniyat 
to provide humanitarian assistance to Bangladesh on 
account	 of	 heavy	 influx	 of	 Rohingya	 refugees	 from	
Myanmar. Under this, relief material is being sent to 
Bangladesh with the assistance of the Indian Air Force.

• The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), also 
known by its former name Harakah al-Yaqin is a 
Rohingya insurgent group active in northern Rakhine 
State of Myanmar.

 United Nations (UN) has often described 
Rohingya Muslims as “the world's most 

persecuted minority”. 



6
ESE 2018 : Preliminary Exam

Supreme Court declares Right to Privacy as 
Fundamental Right
•	 The	nine-judge	Constitution	Bench	of	the	Supreme	Court	in	a	

landmark unanimous decision has declared Right to Privacy 
a	Fundamental	Right	under	the	Constitution	of	India.

•	 The	apex	court	ruled	that	Right	to	Privacy	is	an	intrinsic	part	
of Right to Life and Personal Liberty under Article 21 and 
entire	Part	III	of	the	Constitution.	

•	 With	 this,	 the	 Supreme	Court	 overruled	 its	 own	 previous	
eight-judge	 Bench	 and	 six-judge	 Bench	 judgments	 of	
M.P. Sharma and Kharak Singh, delivered in 1954 and 1961 
respectively, both of which had pronounced that the Right to 
Privacy	is	not	protected	under	the	Constitution	of	India.

About Fundamental Rights

• The Fundamental Rights are enshrined in Part III of the 
Constitution	from	Articles	12	to	35.	

• The Fundamental Rights are meant for promoting the 
ideal of political democracy. They protect the liberties and 
freedoms of the people against the invasion by the State.

• Some Fundamental Rights are available only to the citizens 
while others are available to all persons whether citizens, 
foreigners, corporations or companies.

• Some of them are negative in character, that is, place 
limitations on the authority of the State, while others are positive 
in nature, conferring certain privileges on the persons.

• They are defended and guaranteed by the Supreme 
Court.	Hence,	the	aggrieved	person	can	directly	go	to	the	
Supreme	Court.

• They are not sacrosanct or permanent. The Parliament 
can	 curtail	 or	 repeal	 them	 but	 only	 by	 a	 Constitutional	
Amendment Act and not by an ordinary Act. Moreover, 
this can be done without affecting the ‘Basic Structure’ of 
the	Constitution.

• They can be suspended during the operation of a National 
Emergency	except	the	rights	guaranteed	by	Articles	20	and	21.

•	 The	Fundamental	Rights	guaranteed	under	the	Constitution	
of	India	can	be	classified	under	the	following	six	groups:
1. Right to equality (Articles 14-18)
2. Right to freedom (Articles 19-22)
3.	 Right	against	exploitation	(Articles	23-24)
4. Right to freedom of religion (Articles 25-28)
5.	 Cultural	and	educational	rights	(Articles	29-30)
6.	 Right	to	constitutional	remedies	(Articles	32)

Do You Know?

Right	 to	 Property	 (Article	 31)	 was	 deleted	 from	 the	 list	 of	
Fundamental	Rights	 by	 the	 44th	Constitutional	Amendment	
Act,	1978.	It	is	made	a	legal	right	under	Article	300-A	in	Part	
XII	of	the	Constitution.

Supreme Court declared instant Triple Talaq as 
Unconstitutional
•	 The	Supreme	Court	strikes	down	Talaq-e-Biddat	(referred	

as Triple Talaq), an Islamic practice of instant divorce, 
terming it as unconstitutional, illegal and void and not 
protected by Article 25 (Freedom of Religion) of the 
Constitution	of	India.

•	 The	verdict	was	given	in	3:2	majority	by	5-judge	multi-religion	
constitutional	bench	of	the	Supreme	Court.	In	the	judgment,	
the	Supreme	Court	held	that	Triple	Talaq	is	against	the	basic	
tenets of Quran and hence, is unacceptable.

Remarks:

• Triple Talaq is a personal practice followed by Muslim 
communities as a form of divorce wherein a man can 
unilaterally and arbitrarily end his marriage by merely 
pronouncing the word Talaq thrice. 

• The controversy surrounding the issue arises from the 
fact that the divorced woman is not provided any legal 
safeguards under the rule of law against such a divorce or 
any injustice arising from it. 

• It is also held that this practice is against constitutional 
principles such as gender equality, secularism, international 
laws etc. It also undermines gender equality which is a 
sacred	principle	of	our	Constitution	and	modern	society.

Do You Know?

Many Islamic theocratic countries including Pakistan, 
Bangladesh have abolished the practice of Triple Talaq.

Union Govt. launches YUVA scheme
• The Union Home Ministry recently inaugurated YUVA scheme. 

It is a skill development program and an initiative by Delhi 
Police under Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).

• It has objectives to connect with youth by upgrading their 
skills as per their competencies and helping them to get 
better employment under PMKVY.

Key Provisions of Scheme
w	 32	 police	 station	 buildings	 have	 been	 identified	where	

Skill	Development	Centers	would	be	opened.
w In these centers, selected youth will be provided job 

linked	skill	training	by	National	Skill	Development	Corpo-
ration	(NSDC)	and	Confederation	of	Indian	Industry	(CII).

w Selected youth will be in the age group of 17-25 years 
and will belong to categories such as School dropouts, 
Juvenile offenders, Victims of crimes or those from the 
Underprivileged colonies. 

w It can bring a lot of alienated youth into the mainstream 
by making them employable.
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•	 Prime	 Minister	 Narendra	 Modi	 at	 the	 midnight	 of	 June	 30,	 2017,	 rolled	
out	 Goods	 and	 Services	 Tax	 (GST)	 nationwide	 in	 presence	 of	 imminent	
dignitaries	in	a	special	programme	held	in	Central	Hall	of	the	Parliament.

•	 Earlier,	Parliament	passed	the	Constitution	(101st	Amendment)	Act,	2016	
which	entitles	half	of	Indian	states	to	ratify	the	bill,	as	it	is	related	to	fiscal	
federalism.	This	amendment	related	to	Goods	and	Service	Tax	added	new	
Articles	 246A,	 269A	 and	 279A	 to	 the	Constitution.	Moreover,	 there	 have	
been	modifications	in	various	Articles	and	7th	Schedule	of	the	Constitution.

What is GST?
•	 GST	 is	 single	 indirect	 tax	 for	 the	whole	nation,	which	will	make	

India	 one	 unified	 common	market.	 It	 is	 a	 tax	 on	 the	 supply	 of	
goods and services, right from the manufacturer to the consumer.

•	 GST	is	essentially	a	tax	only	on	value	addition	at	each	stage	i.e.	
credits	of	input	taxes	paid	at	each	stage	will	be	available	in	the	subsequent	stage	of	value	addition.	Thus,	the	final	consumer	
will	bear	only	the	GST	in	the	supply	chain	charged	by	the	last	dealer	with	set-off	benefits	at	all	the	previous	stages.

Goods and Services Tax (GST) rolled out nationwide

Key Provisions of GST
•	 There	are	three	kinds	of	applicable	Goods	and	Services	Tax:
 CGST: where	the	revenue	will	be	collected	by	the	Central	Government.
 SGST: where the revenue will be collected by the State Governments for intra-state sales.
 IGST: where	the	revenue	will	be	collected	by	the	Central	Government	for	inter-state	sales.
•	 There	have	been	provisions	of	five	tax	slab	of	0%,	5%,	12%,	18%	and	28%	in	GST.
• Alcohol for human consumption has been kept out of the purview of GST.
• At present, GST is not applied on petroleum, high speed diesel, natural gas and aviation turbine fuel and electricity.
• The Union Govt. will compensate state governments for revenue losses arising out of the implementation of GST for up to 

5	years	based	on	the	recommendations	of	GST	Council.

 France was the first country to introduce 
GST system in 1954.  

Which indirect taxes will subsume into GST? 

At the central level At the state level

Central	Excise	Duty	 State	Value	Added	Tax	(VAT)	or	Sales	Tax

Additional	Excise	Duty Entry	tax	(All	forms)

Service	Tax Purchase	Tax

Additional	Customs	Duty	(Countervailing	Duty)	 Luxury	tax,	Taxes	on	lottery,	betting	and	gambling

Special	Additional	Duty	of	Customs Entertainment	Tax	(other	than	the	tax	levied	by	the	local	bodies)

Central	Sales	Tax	(levied	by	the	Centre	and	collected	by	the	States)

About GST Council

•	 The	Goods	and	Services	Tax	Council	(GST	Council)	has	been	created	under	Article	279-A	of	the	Constitution	of	India.	
The	GST	Council	make	recommendations	to	the	Union	and	States	on	important	issues	related	to	GST.

•	 The	GST	Council	consists	of

(i)	 The	Union	Finance	Minister	(Chairperson)
(ii)	 The	Union	Minister	of	State,	in-charge	of	revenue	or	finance	(member)
(iii) The Minister In-charge of Finance or any other Minister nominated by each State Government (member)
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Gorkhaland Agitation: New Statehood 
Demand
• Recently, the people of Darjeeling and the adjoining Nepali 

speaking areas started agitation for a separate state of 
Gorkhaland. It started in the aftermath of West Bengal 
Government’s decision to make Bengali language mandatory 
in all schools of the state.

• Gorkhaland region consists of Nepali-speaking people of 
Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong and other hilly districts of 
West Bengal.

 The first demand for Gorkhaland 
was submitted in 1907 to Morley-Minto 

Reforms panel.  

Reasons sighted for creation of Gorkhaland State:
• Residents of this region have hardly any connection with the 

Bengali community which are different in ethnicity, culture and 
language.

• Due to decisions like imposing Bengali language, residents 
of the region fear that their culture, language and thus, their 
identity is under threat.

• The region continues to suffer from backwardness. A smaller 
state will ensure better governance and development.

Opposition to this demand:
• If their demand is accepted, then other regions and groups like 

Bodoland Tribal Area Districts of Assam and the Indigenous 
Peoples Front of Tripura will intensify their demands for 
separate state.

About Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA)
GTA is a semi-autonomous administrative body for the 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong hills in West Bengal, India.  It 
was created by West Bengal Legislative Assembly by 
passing	a	bill	in	2011.

UNESCO designated Walled City of 
Ahmedabad as India’s first World Heritage City
•	 The	Walled	 City	 of	 Ahmedabad	 has	 been	 declared	World	

Heritage	 City	 by	 UNESCO	 World	 Heritage	 Committee	
(WHC)	during	the	meeting	held	in	Karlow,	Poland.	With	this,	
Ahmedabad	became	first	Indian	city	and	third	city	from	the	
Indian subcontinent after Bhaktapur (Nepal) and Galle (Sri 
Lanka) to get such honour.

•	 The	 Walled	 City	 of	 Ahmedabad	 is	 located	 on	 the	 eastern	
banks of Sabarmati river. It was founded by Sultan Ahmed 
Shah I of Gujarat Sultanate in 1411. It remained the capital 
of the Gujarat Sultanate and later important political and 
commercial centre of Gujarat.

•	 The	Walled	City	of	Ahmedabad	presents	a	rich	architectural	
heritage from the sultanate period, notably the Bhadra citadel, 
walls and gates of the Fort city and numerous mosques and 
tombs, as well as important Hindu and Jain temples of later 
periods.

•	 The	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Cities	Programme	aims	to	assist	
state parties in the challenges of protecting and managing 
their urban heritage. The programme is based on development 
of a theoretical framework for urban heritage conservation, 
and provision of technical assistance to States Parties for the 
implementation of new approaches and schemes.

India’s longest bridge inaugurated in Assam
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inaugurated India’s 

longest river bridge- the Dhola-Sadia Bridge in Assam. The 
bridge has been renamed as Bhupen Hazarika Bridge.

• It is situated on Lohit river (a tributary of Brahmaputra 
river) and connects Assam with Arunachal Pradesh. The 
construction	of	the	bridge	began	in	2011,	which	costs	about	
Rs.	2056	crores.	

Key Features/Significance of Bridge
• Dhola-Sadia Bridge is a three-lane bridge stretching 

9.15	 kilometre	 built	 by	 Navayuga	 Engineering	 Co.	 Ltd.	 The	
bridge	 is	 3.55	 km	 longer	 than	 the	Bandra–Worli	 Sea	 Link	 in	
Mumbai which was the longest bridge in the country till now. 

• The bridge has been designed to withstand the weight of 

60-tonne	 battle	 tanks.	 This	 is	 the	 only	 bridge	 in	 the	 region	

which is strong enough to withstand the travel of tanks.
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• It will enhance road connectivity which can boost overall 

economic development of the areas north of Brahmaputra in 

upper Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 

• With the construction of the bridge, the distance between two 

states has been reduced by 165 Km. Besides, the travel time 

between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh will also get reduced 

by up to four hours. 

• The bridge will cater the strategic requirements in border 

areas and will facilitate troop mobilization much more quickly 

in	Arunachal	Pradesh,	which	has	been	claimed	by	China	as	

South Tibet.

OBC reservation slab increased
Union	 Cabinet	 has	 approved	 norms	 to	 ensure	 that	 children	
of	 those	serving	 in	 lower	categories	 in	Central	Public	Sector	
Undertakings	 (PSUs)	and	Banks	can	get	 the	benefit	of	OBC	
reservations, on par with children of people serving in lower 
categories	in	Central	Government.

Steps taken by government for OBCs:
• A Bill has been introduced in Parliament to provide 

Constitutional	 status	 to	 the	 National	 Commission	 for	
Backward	Classes.	

•	 The	Government	has	decided	to	set	up	a	Commission,	under	
Article	340	of	 the	Constitution	to	sub-categorize	the	OBCs,	
so	that	the	more	backward	among	the	OBC	communities	can	
also	access	the	benefits	of	reservation.

• Income criterion for identifying creamy layer has been 
increased from Rs. 6 lakhs per annum to Rs. 8 lakhs per 
annum. This will enable more persons to take advantage of 
reservation	benefits	extended	to	OBCs.

No-Fly Rules introduced
•	 Ministry	 of	 Civil	 Aviation	 (MoCA)	 issued	 the	 Civil	 Aviation	

Requirement	 (CAR)	 on	 handling	 of	 unruly/disruptive	
passengers.

• The objective behind issuing the rules to enhance the safety 
and security of passengers, crew as well as airlines.

Key Provisions of Rules
• It will be a database maintained by the Directorate General 

of	Civil	 Aviation	 (DGCA)	which	will	 contain	 list	 of	 unruly/
disruptive passengers as well as individuals identified 
by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) as national security 
threats.

• The list will be applicable only for on-board behavior of the 

passengers. Unruly behavior on airport premises will be dealt 

with by security agencies under applicable penal provisions. 

• These are applicable for all Indian operators engaged in 
scheduled and non-scheduled air transport services, both 
domestic and international carriage of passengers. 

•	 The	CAR	would	also	be	applicable	to	foreign	carrier’s	subject	
to	compliance	of	Tokyo	Convention	1963.

•	 The	Tokyo	Convention	is	applicable	to	offences	against	penal	
law and to any acts jeopardising the safety of persons or 
property on board civilian aircraft while engaged in international 

air navigation.

• Three levels of unruly behaviours are defined:

Level Type of behaviour Punishment for it

Level 1 Disruptive behaviour

e.g.: Verbal abuse, 
showing Physical 
gestures

Debarment	from	flying	
for	upto	3	months.

Level 2 Physically abusive 
behaviour

e.g.: Pushing, 
kicking	and	sexual	
harassment

Debarment	from	flying	
for upto 6 months.

Level 3 Life- threatening 
behaviour

e.g.: Damage to 
aircraft systems

Debarment	from	flying	
for a minimum of 2 
years.

For every subsequent offence, the ban will be twice the period 

of previous ban.

Background
•	 Between	 July	 2016	 and	 March	 2017,	 Domestic	 airlines	

witnessed	53	cases	of	unruly	behavior	by	passengers.	

•	 The	 trigger	 for	 a	 no-fly	 list	 was	 an	 incident	 related	 to	 Shiv	

Sena	MP	Ravindra	Gaikwad	in	March,	2017	in	which	he	had	

allegedly beaten up an Air India staffer which led to airlines 

imposing a temporary ban on his travel.

•	 He	was	barred	from	flying	by	an	aviation	industry	association,	

but	this	was	done	in	the	absence	of	any	no-fly	list	in	the	statute	

book, which raised eyebrows. There was also confusion about 

whether	this	was	a	one-time	bar	on	entry	or	could	be	exercised	

multiple times.
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PM Modi inaugurates exhibition marking 100 
years of Champaran Satyagraha
• PM	 Narendra	 Modi	 inaugurated	 an	 exhibition	 titled	

“Swachhagraha	 –	 Bapu	 Ko	 Karyanjali	 –	 Ek	 Abhiyan,	 Ek	
Pradarshani”	in	New	Delhi	to	mark	the	100	years	(centenary	
year)	of	Champaran	Satyagraha.

•	 The	 exhibition	 showcased	 Champaran	 Satyagraha	 and	
it connected essential principles of Satyagraha with 
Swachhagraha. It also showcased the ground covered by 
the Swachh Bharat Mission in creating a mass movement 
towards a clean India.

About Champaran Satyagraha

• Champaran	 Satyagraha	 was	 Mahatma	 Gandhi’s	 first	
experiment	 of	 Satyagraha	 (Insistence	 on	 Truth).	 It	 was	
undertaken	in	the	Champaran	district	in	northern	Bihar	in	
April 1917.

• It was undertaken when Mahatma Gandhi learned about 
the abuses suffered by farmers, who were forced into 
growing indigo by British planters and estate owners.

• Gandhi led organised protests and strike against the 
landlords, who with the guidance of the British government, 
signed an agreement granting more compensation and 
control over farming for the poor farmers of the region, 
and cancellation of revenue hikes and collection until the 
famine ended. 

Union Government launches Diksha Portal for 
teachers
• The Union Ministry of Human Resource 

 Development (MHRD) has recently 
launched Diksha Portal for providing 
digital platform to teachers. 

• The portal will help teachers to create 
training	 content	 and	 personal	 profile,	
avail in-class resources and assessment aids, follow news 
and announcement and connect with teacher community.

• It will record complete work and accomplishment of teachers 
in educational institutes from start to end point till their 
retirement,	i.e.	it	will	cover	entire	life	cycle	of	teacher–	from	
time they were enrolled in Teacher Education Institutes (TEIs) 
to after they retire as teachers.

• The private institutes and NGO’s can also participate in the 
Diksha initiative.

Government approves first phase reforms in 
Armed Forces
•	 The	 Cabinet	 Committee	 on	 Security	 (CCS)	 headed	 by	 the	

Prime	Minister,	has	recently	approved	implementation	of	first	
phase of reforms pertaining to the Indian Army. The decision 
was	based	on	recommendations	of	Shekatkar	Committee.

President of India inaugurated phase-II of 
the Link-4 of SAUNI project
• The President of India Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated 

phase-II (Link-4) pipeline canal of the ambitious 
Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran Irrigation (SAUNI) Yojana 
in Rajkot district of Gujarat.

•	 The	objective	of	 the	project	 is	 to	fill	115	major	dams	 in	
the	Saurashtra	region	by	diverting	floodwater	overflowing	
from the Sardar Sarovar Dam.

• The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a gravity dam on the Narmada 
River near Nawagram (Gujarat) in India. Its water is 
further distributed to states of Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
Maharashtra.

About SAUNI project
• The entire SAUNI project envisages supplying water 

for	 irrigation	 purposes	 to	 10.22	 lakh	 acres	 of	 land	
in Saurashtra region. Under this project, one million 
acre	 feet	 (MAFT)	of	 floodwaters	of	Narmada	will	be	
diverted to the Saurashtra region. 

• In total, 1,126-kilometre-long network of giant pipelines 
would	be	laid	to	fill	up	115	reservoirs	in	the	Saurashtra	
region	by	diverting	flood	waters	overflowing	from	the	
Sardar Sarovar Dam across the Narmada in South 
Gujarat. 

• Under the SAUNI project, instead of open canals, 
pipelines are used. The massive pipelines of SAUNI 
project will run underground and thus requires no 
acquisition of farmer’s land and results in less water 
loss. The pumping stations for the project will be 
constructed on government land. 
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•	 Shekatkar	Committee	was	constituted	by	the	Union	Ministry	
of	Defence	under	the	Chairmanship	of	Lt.	Gen	(Retd.)	D.B.	
Shekatkar for recommending measures to enhance combat 
capability	 &	 rebalancing	 defence	 expenditure	 of	 Armed	
Forces	in	phased	manner	by	December,	2019.

•	 This	reform	is	first	ever	reform	exercise	to	be	undertaken	in	
Indian Army since independence.

•	 One	 of	 the	 key	 recommendations	 of	 Shekatkar	 Committee	
is	 redeployment	and	 restructuring	of	approximately	57,000	
posts	 of	 officers/Junior	 Commissioned	 Officers	 (JCOs)/	
Other Ranks (ORs) and civilians.

Do You Know?

The	 important	 Cabinet	 Committees	 headed	 by	 the	 Prime	
Minister of India are
1. Appointments	Committee	of	the	Cabinet
2. Cabinet	Committee	on	Economic	Affairs
3.	 Cabinet	Committee	on	Political	Affairs
4. Cabinet	Committee	on	Security

Note: The	other	 two	 important	Cabinet	Committees,	namely	
Cabinet	 Committee	 on	 Accommodation	 and	 Cabinet	
Committee	 on	 Parliamentary	 Affairs	 are	 usually	 chaired	 by	
Union Home Minister.

Union Government sets up task force on 
Artificial Intelligence
•	 The	Union	Ministry	of	Commerce	and	Industry	has	recently	

constituted	a	Task	Force	on	Artificial	Intelligence	(AI),	a	new	
breakthrough in digital world.

• The 18-member panel will be headed by Dr. V. Kamakoti of IIT 
Madras.	It	will	comprise	of	experts,	academics,	researchers	
and industry leaders.

•	 The	 Task	 force	will	 explore	 the	 possibilities	 to	 leverage	AI	
for	 India’s	 economic	 transformation	 across	 various	 fields	
including in government, industry and research institutions.

•	 In	 addition	 to	 regular	 members,	 official	 participation	 from	
the following organizations such as NITI Aayog, Ministry of 
Electronics and Information Technology, Department of Science 
& Technology, UIDAI and DRDO will be also facilitated.

Advantages of Artificial Intelligence
• Error Reduction:	Artificial	 intelligence	helps	 in	 reducing	 the	

error and the chance of reaching accuracy with a greater 
degree of precision.

• Difficult Exploration: Artificial	intelligence	and	the	science	of	
robotics	 can	 be	 put	 to	 use	 in	 mining	 and	 fuel	 exploration	
processes.

• Digital Assistants: Highly advanced organizations use digital 
assistants who can actually interact with the users, thus 
saving the need of human resources.

• Repetitive Jobs: Repetitive jobs which are monotonous 
in nature can be carried out with the help of machine 
intelligence.

• Medical Applications: Artificial	 intelligence	 finds	 a	 huge	
application in detecting and monitoring neurological 
disorders as it can simulate the brain functions.

	 Another	 popular	 application	 of	 artificial	 intelligence	 is	
radiosurgery which is used in operating tumors and this 
can actually help in the operation without damaging the 
surrounding tissues.

Disadvantages of Artificial Intelligence
• High Cost:	 Creation	 of	 artificial	 intelligence	 requires	 huge	

costs	as	it	drives	very	complex	machines.

• No Replicating Humans: Machines do not have any emotions 
and moral values. They perform what is programmed and 
cannot make the judgment of right or wrong.

• No Improvement with Experience: Unlike	 humans,	 artificial	
intelligence	cannot	be	improved	with	experience.

• No Original Creativity:	 Creativity	 or	 imagination	 is	 not	 the	
forte	of	artificial	intelligence.	While	it	can	help	to	design	and	
create, there is no match for the power of thinking that the 
human brain has or even the originality of a creative mind.

• Unemployment: Replacement of humans with machines 
can lead to large scale unemployment. Unemployment is a 
socially undesirable phenomenon.

About Artificial Intelligence (AI)

•	 Artificial	intelligence	(AI)	
 is an area of computer 

science that emphasizes 
the creation of intelligent 
machines that work and 
react like humans.

• Some of the activities 
of	 devices	 with	 artificial	 intelligence	 include	 speech	
recognition, learning, planning, problem solving (playing 
chess or solving equations), etc.

NITI Aayog launches Mentor India Campaign
• The National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog 

has	recently	 launched	Mentor	 India	Campaign,	an	 initiative	
to engage leaders for guiding and mentoring students at Atal 
Tinkering Labs.
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• Under this initiative, NITI Aayog will engage leaders who can 

spend one to two hours every week in such labs to enable 

students	learn,	experience	and	practice	future	skills	such	as	

design and computational thinking.

• Atal Tinkering Labs have been established across the 

country as a part of the Atal Innovation Mission.

• These labs are dedicated work spaces where students 

from	Class	6th	to	Class	12th	can	learn	innovation	skills	and	

develop ideas for transforming India. These labs are powered 

to acquaint students with state-of-the-art equipment such 

as	 3D	 printers,	 robotics	 &	 electronics	 development	 tools,	

Internet of things & sensors etc.

About Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)
• Atal Innovation Mission is a 

	 flagship	 program	 of	 the	
Government of India to 
promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the 
country.

• The primary objective of AIM is to provide a platform 
involving academics, researchers and entrepreneurs, 
drawing	upon	national	and	international	experiences	to	
foster a culture of innovation in India. 

• It also promotes a network of world-class innovation 
hubs, Start-up businesses and other self-employment 
activities, particularly in technology driven areas.

Govt. launched Swasth Bachche, Swasth 
Bharat Programme
• Recently, the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development 

launched ‘Swasth Bachche, Swasth Bharat’ Programme 
which is an initiative of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) 
to	 prepare	 a	 Physical	 Health	 and	 Fitness	 Profile	 Card	 for	
students of Kendriya Vidyalaya.

• The programme aims to provide a comprehensive and 
inclusive report card for children covering all age groups and 
children of different abilities. Its main objective is to make 
students, teachers and parents aware about the importance 
of	good	health	and	fitness	and	encouraging	60	minutes	of	
play each day.

• The programme also intends to infuse values of Olympics 
and Paralympics amongst students.

• The objectives are to make recreational games and 
physical activity an integral part of learning process, 
motivating potentially outstanding performers in various 
sports.

Navika Sagar Parikrama: Indian Navy’s all-
woman team to circumnavigate globe flagged 
off

•	 Recently,	a	six-member	all-woman	team	of	the	Indian	Navy	
has started to circumnavigate the globe on the sailing vessel 
INSV Tarini.

• The voyage has been given title ‘Navika Sagar Parikrama’ 
with an aim to promote women empowerment in the country. 
The project is considered essential towards promoting 
Ocean Sailing activities in the Indian Navy.

•	 This	is	the	first-ever	Indian	circumnavigation	of	the	globe	by	
an all-woman crew.

•	 The	 expedition	 will	 have	 stop	 overs	 in	 Australia,	 New	
Zealand,	Falkland	Islands	and	Cape	Town.	The	expedition	is	
expected	to	culminate	on	their	return	in	March	2018.

• INSV Tarini is a sailing vessel which was inducted into the 
Indian	Navy	 in	February	2017.	 It	has	Raymarine	navigation	
suite and an array of satellite communication systems on 
board through which contact can be made from anywhere.

Union Government launched BHIM-Aadhaar 
platform
• Union Government has launched BHIM-Aadhaar platform 

which is the merchant interface of the BHIM App for making 
digital payments using the Aadhaar.

• BHIM	 App	 was	 launched	 in	 December	 2016	 to	 provide	 a	

one-stop solution for all digital payments. The App created a 

new world record by registering 1.9 crore downloads within 

four months since its launch.

Key facts about BHIM-Aadhaar
• The newly launched BHIM-Aadhaar platform will help people 

to pay digitally using their biometric data like thumb imprint on 
a merchant’s biometric enabled device like a smart phone or a 
biometric reader. 
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• The App needs to be installed only by merchants and they need 
to connect their smartphones to the biometric scan machine 
to accept the payments from customers. The customers who 
want to pay using this app needs to link Aadhaar number and 
biometric	fingerprint	to	complete	a	transaction.

India ranks 122 in World Happiness Report 
2017
• India ranked at 122 out of 155 countries in the World 

Happiness	 Report	 2017	 published	 by	 the	 UN	 Sustainable	
Development Solutions Network on the eve of International 
Day	of	Happiness	(20	March).

• The rankings are based on factors such as  inequality, life 
expectancy,	 GDP	 per	 capita,	 public	 trust	 (i.e.	 a	 lack	 of	
corruption in government and business), and social support. 

•	 India	ranked	near	the	bottom	in	the	six	factors	such	as	income,	
healthy	life	expectancy,	having	someone	to	count	on	in	times	of	
trouble, generosity, freedom and trust.

Key facts in the report
•	 The	 Top	 ten	 happiest	 Countries	 are	 Norway	 (1),	 Denmark	

(2),	Iceland	(3),	Switzerland	(4),	Finland	(5),	Netherlands	(6),	
Canada	 (7),	 New	 Zealand	 (8),	 with	 Australia	 and	 Sweden	
sharing 9th spot jointly.

• SAARC Nations:	 Pakistan	 (80),	 Nepal	 (99),	 Bhutan	 (97),	
Bangladesh	(110)	and	Sri	Lanka	(120).

• BRICS Countries:	 Brazil	 (17),	 Russia	 (56),	 China	 (79),	 South	
Africa (116) and India (122).

Union Ministry of Rural Development to 
launch Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana
• The Union Ministry of Rural 

 Development to launch a new 
sub-scheme under Deendayal 
Antyodaya	 Yojana	 –	 National	 Rural	
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) 
which will be named as Aajeevika 
Grameen	Express	Yojana	(AGEY).

• The scheme aims at providing an alternative source of 
livelihood to members of Self Help Groups (SHGs) by 
facilitating them to operate public transport services in 
backward rural areas.

• AGEY will help to provide safe, affordable and community 
monitored rural transport services to connect remote villages 
with key services and amenities such as access to markets, 
education and health for the overall economic development 
of backward rural areas.

•	 The	scheme	will	be	implemented	initially	in	250	blocks	in	the	
country	on	a	pilot	basis	for	a	period	of	3	years	from	2017-18	
to	2019-20.

•	 The	 Community	 Investment	 Fund	 (CIF)	 provided	 to	
Community	 Based	Organization	 (CBOs)	 under	 DAY-NRLM	
will be utilized to provide interest free loan to SHG member 
for purchase of transport vehicles.

About DAY-NRLM

•	 Deendayal	Antyodaya	Yojana	–	National	Rural	Livelihoods	
Mission (DAY-NRLM) is a poverty alleviation scheme 
implemented by Union Ministry of Rural Development to 
promote self-employment and organization of rural poor.  
It is supported by the World Bank.

• The scheme aims to organize the poor into SHGs 
and make them capable for self-employment. It is 
implemented across the country in all States and Union 
Territories	(except	Chandigarh	and	Delhi).

Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2017 released
• The Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation has 

released	Swachh	Survekshan	Gramin	2017,	a	survey	report	
to assess the progress of Swachh Bharat Mission in rural 
India.	The	survey	was	undertaken	by	the	Quality	Council	of	
India	(QCI).

•	 Under	the	initiative,	QCI	surveyed	1.4	lakh	rural	households	
across 4626 villages across all States and Union territories, 
and	found	the	overall	toilet	coverage	to	be	62.45%.

•	 Quality	Council	of	India	(QCI)	was	set	up	in	1997	jointly	by	
the Government of India and the Indian Industry represented 
by the three premier industry associations i.e. Associated 
Chambers	of	Commerce	and	Industry	of	India	(ASSOCHAM),	
Confederation	 of	 Indian	 Industry	 (CII)	 and	 Federation	 of	
Indian	 Chambers	 of	 Commerce	 and	 Industry	 (FICCI),	 to	
establish and operate national accreditation structure and 
promote	quality	through	National	Quality	Campaign.

• The Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion, Ministry of 
Commerce	&	Industry,	is	the	nodal	ministry	for	QCI.

Key Highlights of Swachh Survekshan Gramin
• Top performing states: Northeastern States of Sikkim, 

Nagaland	and	Manipur	with	95%	rural	households	covered	
by toilets were top performers. Himachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand	 were	 also	 top	 performers	 with	 over	 90%	
toilet	coverage	of	 the	 rural	houses.	 In	Gujarat	85%	of	 rural	
households	have	access	to	toilets.	Tamil	Nadu	has	79%	rural	
households access to a toilet.

• Worst performing States: Bihar	 (30%	 coverage)	 and	 Uttar	
Pradesh	 (37%),	 Jharkhand	 (37%)	 were	 among	 the	 worst	
performers in terms of rural sanitation.
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Govt. launches Tele-Law scheme to provide 
legal aid
• The Union Ministry of Law and Justice has recently launched 

‘Tele-Law’ scheme in Bihar. The scheme was launched 
in association with the National Legal Service Authority 
(NALSA). Under it, ‘Tele-Law’ portal has been launched 
which	is	available	across	the	Common	Service	Centre	(CSC)	
network at panchayat levels.

• The portal will connect the marginalised communities 
and citizens from rural areas to have access to legal 
consultation with the help of para-legal volunteers (PLVs). 
It will enable people to seek legal advice from lawyers 
through video conferencing. The National Legal Services 
Authority (NALSA) will provide a panel of lawyers from 
state capitals.

• The scheme is a joint initiative of the Union Ministry of Law & 
Justice and Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology 
(MeitY). 

About NALSA
• The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has 

been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities 
Act, 1987 to provide free legal services to the weaker 
sections of the society and to organize Lok Adalats for 
amicable settlement of disputes.

• The	Chief	Justice	of	India	is	Patron-in-chief	of	NALSA

Union Cabinet approves creation of 
Madhyamik and Uchchtar Shiksha Kosh
•	 The	Union	Cabinet	chaired	by	the	Prime	Minister	Narendra	

Modi has accorded its approval for creation of a non-
lapsable pool in the Public Accounts of India for secondary 
and higher education, known as Madhyamik and Uchchtar 
Shiksha Kosh (MUSK) into which all proceeds of Secondary 
and	Higher	Education	Cess	will	be	credited.

• The funds arising from MUSK will be utilised for schemes 
in	 education	 sector,	 which	 will	 be	 available	 for	 benefit	 of	
students of secondary and higher education all over the 
country. 

• It will be administered and maintained by the Union Ministry 
of Human Resource Development (MHRD).

• The MUSK would be maintained as a reserve fund in the non-
interest bearing section of the Public Accounts of India.

•	 The	expenditure	on	ongoing	schemes	of	 the	MHRD	will	be	
initially incurred from the gross budgetary support (GBS) in 
any	financial	year	and	the	expenditure	will	be	financed	from	
MUSK	only	after	the	GBS	is	exhausted.

Union Cabinet approves new Metro Rail Policy
•	 The	 Union	 Cabinet	 chaired	 by	 Prime	 Minister	 approved	 a	

new	policy	for	expanding	and	regulating	metro	rail	services	
in cities across India. 

• The policy opens a big window for private investments 
across a range of metro operations making Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) component mandatory for availing central 
assistance for new metro projects. 

Key Features of new Metro Policy
• The mandatory PPP participation will help to meet the huge 

resource demand for capital intensive high capacity metro 
projects.

• The new policy seeks to ensure focusing on a catchment 
area	of	five-km	for	last	mile	connectivity	i.e.	feeder	services,	
non-motorised transport infrastructure like cycling and 
walking pathways and para-transport facilities on either side 
of metro stations.

• It makes mandatory for setting up Urban Metropolitan 
Transport	 Authority	 (UMTA)	 to	 prepare	 Comprehensive	
Mobility Plans for ensuring complete multi-modal integration 
for optimal utilization of capacities.

• It mandates Transit Oriented Development (TOD) to 
promote compact and dense urban development along 
metro corridors since TOD reduces travel distances 
besides enabling efficient land use in urban areas. 

• States need to adopt innovative mechanisms like Value 
Capture	Financing	(VCF)	tools	to	mobilize	resources	for	
financing metro projects.

• It also empowers States to set up permanent Fare 
Fixation	Authority	 (FFA)	 for	 timely	 revision	of	 fares	and	
make rules and regulations in this regard.

Union Cabinet clears proxy voting for NRIs
•	 The	Union	Cabinet	has	recently	cleared	a	proposal	to	extend	

proxy	 voting	 to	Non-Resident	 Indians	 (NRIs)	 and	overseas	

Indians.	 Currently,	 this	 facility	 of	 vote	 through	 proxy	 is	

permitted only to service personnel. 

• This decision will enable nearly 16 million NRIs to cast 

their vote in General and assembly elections by appointing 

proxies	 residing	 in	 their	 constituencies.	 Overseas	 electors	

will have to appoint a nominee afresh for each election in 

which	 one	person	 can	 act	 as	proxy	 for	 only	 one	 overseas	

voter.

•	 To	make	proxy	voting	for	NRIs	a	reality,	government	is	going	

to introduce bill to amend the Representation of the People 

Act, 1951.
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